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Living in Community recently
incorporated as a non-profit society and
welcomed our first full Board of
Directors. Our Board provides oversight
and makes decisions on behalf of the
Society, and will play a vital role in LIC’s
transformative period as we deepen our
values and expand to do more
provincial-level advocacy and education
work across BC.

Our 2021-2022 Board Members are: 

To learn more about our Board of
Directors, visit our website at:
https://livingincommunity.ca/our-board.
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Follow us online:
@livingincommunitybc
@livingincommunity.ca

www.livingincommunity.ca

Meet our Board of Directors!

Webinar for Elected Officials: 
Municipal Best Practices for Sex
Worker Safety

On Tuesday, October 5th, Living in
Community will facilitate an exciting
workshop in partnership with the Columbia
Institute. 

Local governments have an important role to
play in implementing policies, bylaws, and
regulations which both protect sex workers
and prevent human trafficking. While the
laws governing sex work in Canada are
federal, the municipal level has many tools at
its disposal and is often best positioned to
address sex work through localized solutions. 

This workshop will help local elected officials
understand sex work in their communities
and how to regulate it safely and equitably.
Attendees will also leave with a deeper
understanding of how stigma, stereotypes,
and biases often influence how we see the
issue of sex work.

For more information, visit our social media
accounts and please invite your local elected
officials to attend!

https://livingincommunity.ca/our-board/


BC Consultation on Reforming the Police Act: In this
consultation held by the BC government, we spoke about
the ways in which both Canada’s sex work laws and the
ways in which they are enforced cause devastating harm to
sex workers. We recommended that police forces in BC
cease enforcement  of  all  sex  work  laws,  take mandatory
training about the differences between sex work and
trafficking, and stop harmful practices like raids, “wellness
checks,” sting operations, and street stops.

A key pillar of Living in Community’s model is engaging in
policy advocacy and civic engagement. Our goal is to create
systems change within governments and other organizations,
and our efforts are rooted in the recommendations of the many
stakeholders we work with while centering the needs and rights
of sex workers.

In the past few months, we’ve participated in several provincial
and federal government consultations. Learn more and read our
full submissions on our website at
https://livingincommunity.ca/changing-systems.

Update on our Advocacy Work

LIC Executive Director Halena
Seiferling speaking to the BC

Special Committee on
Reforming the Police Act,

July 2021.

Senate Bill About Sexually Explicit Content Online: Before the recent federal election was called, the
Senate was considering a bill which was meant to “restrict young persons’ online access to sexually
explicit material.” We wrote a submission to the Senate Committee cautioning against this bill as it
would infringe on sex workers’ legal right and ability to work.
Paid Sick Leave in BC: The BC government recently announced plans to introduce employer-paid sick
leave for workers in BC. The vast majority of sex workers would likely not benefit from this program,
along with other self-employed workers, contractors, and precarious workers who are not classified as
employees. We have been raising awareness about this gap on our social media accounts and by
encouraging sex workers to fill out the government’s online survey for workers in BC. 
BC Budget Consultation: Each year, the BC government holds a consultation about the next year’s
provincial budget. Living in Community has participated for the past several years, and we have
recommended: dedicated funding to support sex worker safety, not just to support those who have been
exploited or are looking to exit sex work; proactive funding for sex worker-serving organizations across
BC; and funding for a provincial Bad Date and Aggressor Reporting (BDAR) project. This year, we 
 sought input into our recommendations from the BC Sex Work Support Service Network – the group of
sex worker-serving organizations across BC that we convene in regular meetings and trainings – to
ensure that our recommendations speak to the needs of sex workers and communities across the
province. 

https://livingincommunity.ca/changing-systems/


BC Bad Date and Aggressor
Reporting Project Update

This summer, we were very excited to
welcome Andrea Cupelli (she/her) as Project
Coordinator for the BC BDAR Project! Andrea
is a settler grateful to be living, working, and
playing on the traditional unceded territory of
the K'ómoks First Nation (Comox Valley, BC). 

Before starting as BC BDAR Project
Coordinator on July 5th, Andrea was the
coordinator for the Comox Valley Coalition to
End Homelessness and has also worked in the
food security realm for many years. Andrea
has lived experience in online sex work, and
before then, in another universe, worked as a
corporate accountant. She obtained her
Bachelor of International Relations with a
Minor in Women’s Studies from York
University.

BC BDAR Project Coordinator
Andrea Cupelli

Andrea is keenly aware of how deep-rooted colonial systems have created injustice in our world and
approaches her work with an equity lens and a commitment to justice, diversity, and inclusion. Andrea
currently serves on the Leadership Team of the Comox Valley Coalition to End Homelessness, is the Co-
Chair of the Comox Valley Pride Society, and in her free time loves to spend time in nature with her pug
Mason, travel, pole dance, cook, and is currently teaching herself (awkwardly) how to play the guitar. 

Now that Andrea has begun her work, the project is officially underway. Watch for more updates coming
soon about consultations and other ways that sex workers across BC will be part of shaping and guiding
this project. To learn more, check out the BC BDAR FAQs document on our website homepage, and
contact Andrea at coordinator@bcbdar.org. 

 

The View from Northern BC: 
Tackling the Opioid Crisis Through Peer Support

When most people think of BC’s opioid crisis, they may think of an urban centre like
Vancouver. But rural and remote communities are also dealing with this crisis, and are doing
so without the bigger programs and services in larger urban centres. Here, member of the BC
Sex Work Support Service Network, SNOW – Society for Narcotic and Opioid Wellness –
shares an update about how their work is providing much-needed support in Northern BC:

SNOW is a drug user group that operates a drop in space in Dawson Creek, supporting folx
with relationships to substances and/or street entrenched. 

mailto:coordinator@bcbdar.org


In December 2018 we hosted a Peer ‘World Café’ where we invited 40 peers from Dawson Creek to
help us understand their needs and share with us their experiences in the opioid crisis. We heard, above
all, that they wanted a group that would provide them a sense of community, solidarity and activities
besides using. After several false starts and challenges, in October 2019 the Compassion, Inclusion, and
Engagement (CIE) team from the BCCDC came to Dawson Creek to help us create the purpose and
vision of our group. Thirty-two peers came to that initial meeting, and a plan and name were created.
We met every two weeks for the next 14 months to grow our group, build peer capacity, and bring our
vision to life. In December 2020, SNOW house was opened. 

SNOW house, open 4 days a week from 5-10 pm, offers meals, harm reduction supplies, showers,
laundry, the first Overdose Prevention Site (OPS) in the North (run 100% by peers!), peer employment, a
vegetable garden, a locker program, and personal hygiene products. We also have a peer lead, a
recovery navigator, and peer navigators who are available to provide support on a drop in basis as
needed. Our house has helped with housing applications, helped people get their ID, made referrals to
the Opioid Antagonist Therapy (OAT) program, and supported folx accessing treatment. Every two
weeks we have a ‘ladies night’ where we host a women’s only meal and drop in. This includes supplies,
networking, and safety planning for women engaged in sex work. We also have a free drop in once a
month called ‘Art of Wellness’ where we have Indigenous knowledge holders share their teachings. All
of these programs were developed and are run by peers from our community. We have also recently
hired a peer navigator who was trained as a medic to provide wound care as needed. 

On August 31st 2021, International Overdose Awareness day, SNOW partnered with DULF (Drug
Users Liberation Front) to provide safer supply to peers accessing SNOW house. SNOW has just
received funding to start groups in both Fort St. John and Fort Nelson.  Our goal is to spread stigma-free,
peer-led support throughout the North.  Meetings have started in both communities to begin blanketing
the North with SNOW.  

To learn more about SNOW and get in touch, call Heather (250 793 2254) or Lyric (250 794 7043), or
visit the Facebook page at "S.N.O.W. Society for Narcotic and Opioid Wellness."


