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Living in Community Becomes
a Non-Profit Society
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After 16 years as a project of the Collingwood
Neighbourhood

House,
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Community

incorporated as a provincial non-profit society in
November 2020. This major step was taken in
scope, and to create a governance structure that

BC Bad Date Reporting
System Gets Funded!

will better support our work. We are now the

We are excited to announce that the

Living in Community Society and are excited

Law Foundation of BC and a BC-based

about what this change will mean to our work.

family

light of our work becoming more provincial in

HIM & Peers Victoria Team Up
to Expand Services for Male and
Non-Binary Sex Workers
Health Initiative for Men (HIM) runs HUSTLE, an
outreach, education, and advocacy program for
male, non-binary, and Two-Spirit people working
in the sex industry on the Coast Salish lands of
the ʷməθkʷəy̓ əm (Musqueam), sḵ wx̱ wú7mesh
(Squamish), and sel̓ íl̓ witulh (Tsleil-Waututh)
Nations (Vancouver). Last year, HIM and Peers
Victoria

announced

HUSTLE@Peers,

a

new

partnership to expand the HUSTLE program to
sex workers on the W̱ SÁNEĆ territories of the
Tsawout, Pauquachin, Tsartlip, Tseycum, Malahat,
and the T’Souke people (Greater Victoria).
Flip the page for an update from Program Manager
Jonathan Degenhardt about how this exciting
project has responded to COVID-19 and what’s
new in 2021:
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Society, WISH Drop-In Centre Society,
SWAN

Vancouver,

and

Living
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Community. This funding is for three
years to design and create a provincial
BDAR system.
The first step for this project is to hire
a project coordinator. The priority for
the project will then be to conduct
extensive

consultation

with

sex

workers and sex work organizations
across

the

province

to

ensure

the

project is reflective of the varying
experiences and needs of sex workers.

HUSTLE@Peers During COVID-19
As with every aspect of our lives, HUSTLE@Peers has had
to adapt quickly to the ever-changing environment we are
currently living in, while still balancing the needs of a
drastically underserved community.

Pre-COVID, HUSTLE@Peers was a weekly drop-in space for male and non-binary sex workers,
expanding upon the monthly Men’s Dinners that Peers has been doing for the past few years.
Now, HUSTLE@Peers is still running ‘window service’ once a week on Tuesdays from 5-7pm,
but with some restrictions to keep both participants and staff safe.
Only one participant is allowed into the HUSTLE@Peers space at a time. We’re no longer
offering hot meals at this time, but we provide ‘snack packs’ that contain an assortment of
prepackaged snacks and fruit. As it was before the pandemic, participants still have access to
clothing and toiletry donations received from the community, harm reduction supplies, shortterm crisis counselling, Peer’s Housing Assistance program, and assistance with Income
Assistance and Persons with Disabilities Income Assistance application forms. In partnership
with an Island Health Outreach Nurse, participants also have access to essential STBBIprevention services such as testing and PrEP. Participants can also schedule one-on-one
appointments with Program Facilitators to access services outside of window-service hours.
An important facet of HUSTLE is to provide a safer space for our participants to come together
and be with their peers. We want to provide a space where participants can feel supported by
both community organizations and each other. COVID has greatly restricted our ability to
interact socially, but to account for these barriers, we have created a covered outdoor space at
the Peers office. Participants can hang out with each other there while they wait for their turn
to access services. We were able to purchase a portable propane heater and some lights to
make this space warmer and more inviting, especially in the colder months.

Coming Up in 2021
COVID-19 has also impacted our ability to provide workshops and presentations to community
organizations, which means we have also lost opportunities for the participants to receive an
honorarium for participating in these events. In order to remedy this and be able to provide
honorarium activities, we are working with the other programs at Peers to develop short
workshops that can be provided one-on-one that still provide information and resources that
are relevant to our participants. Our goal is to be able to start delivering these knowledge
exchange opportunities in January 2021.
While we continue to grow and adapt to the world around us, it is our goal to continue to keep
offering weekly services to participants in the safest and most supportive manner while
ensuring we are keeping ourselves and participants safe.
For more information, contact Jonathan Degenhardt at jonathan@checkhimout.ca.

Improved Services for Sex Workers in Vancouver Kingsway
In the City of Vancouver, some exciting changes have been coming to the Kingsway area that
sex workers and advocates have long been calling for.

Kingsway Community Station at
John Howard Society
Kingsway is a major thoroughfare that
crosses through Vancouver and Burnaby.
Sex work along Kingsway has been present
since at least the 1990s and it is one of the
most consistent strolls in the city. Sex
workers who work there have for decades

Kingsway Sex Workers’

expressed concern about their isolation, the
levels of violence they experience, and the
lack of access to support services in this
area.
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Putting the ‘Community’ in Kingsway Community Station
Writing and photos from Roberta Watt, and shared with participants’ permission.

Even though the KCS site was initially set up in a temporary
fashion, the peers, staff, management, and service users alike
worked hard to put their own heart, soul and KCS “flare” into
the site. Adorned with flower baskets, surrounded by pink
garden boxes – of which all supplies and diverse plants and
flowers were donated by allies and community members –
and walled with colourful drawings, positive affirmations, and
with no shortage of bedazzled magic on every washroom stall
door, the community that was fostered at the original
temporary site was truly a testament to the appreciation,
readiness, and passion for this site by leadership, employees,
and service users alike.
When the KCS moved indoors to the John Howard Society, the team came together again to
create a space that was familiar to the gals who frequented the site. With bright pink and
purple shimmery curtains, pink twinkle lights all around, and artwork on the walls customized
to promote female empowerment and sex work-positive outlooks, and offering amenities like a
beautifying station and a changing station, the space quickly invoked a similar cozy space for
service users to feel at home.
As a “Community Station,” the program has also begun to expand its ideas of services it would
like to offer women. The majority of suggestions come from peers or service users themselves.
The site is riddled with art and craft supplies and all the fixings to contribute to the Kingsway
Community Station scrapbook! There are canvasses free for the painting, stickers free for the
sticking, colouring books to be coloured, and so much more. Many of the staff and peers also
embarked on a beautiful mural for the space, and it once again truly speaks to the collaborative
and community-building nature of the space.
In the near future, the KCS is hoping to expand these
ambitions even further by including activities like bingo night,
movie night, nail night, donations night, and soup night. We
are so thrilled to welcome KCS into the roster of support
within the area and so grateful for all the support the site has
received from so many facets of “community.”
To connect with the Kingsway Community Station, contact
Roberta Watt at rwatt@raincityhousing.org.

