
This summer, Living in Community received
$25,000 from the federal ministry of Women
and Gender Equality (WAGE), distributed
through the Canadian Women's Foundation,
for work towards addressing emergency
gender-based violence needs in the context
of COVID-19.

We were very happy to distribute this
funding to members of the BC Sex Work
Support Service Network for them to carry on
work in their regions. In particular, this
funding will support peer workers and
expanded programming to ensure that sex
workers across BC have access to critical
health information, harm reduction supplies,
and connections to community supports
during COVID-19. 

The following BC Network members received
funding: SOS Outreach (Victoria), Peers
(Victoria), HOPE Outreach (Kelowna), SHOP
Wellness (Kamloops), Prince George Sexual
Assault Centre (Prince George), Prince
George New Hope Society (Prince George),
Positive Living North (Fort St. John), Tamitik
Status of Women (Kitimat), Health Inititative
for Men (Vancouver), and SAFE Outreach
(Vancouver - Collingwood neighbourhood).

BeSafe app from Brave Coop: designed to
prevent overdose for anyone using drugs alone.
https://www.brave.coop/besafe
Lifeguard app from Provincial Health Services
Authority (PHSA): a similar app designed to
prevent overdose and provide emergency
support. http://bit.ly/PHSALifeguardApp
VCH Overdose prevention & response
resources: includes information about harm
reduction, signs of overdose, safety during
COVID-19, and more.
http://bit.ly/VCHOverdoseResources
City of Vancouver map of publicly available
washrooms and hand washing stations.
http://bit.ly/VancouverWashrooms
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In this newsletter, we highlight the work of HOPE Outreach in Kelowna, BC. HOPE Outreach
provides nighttime outreach, seven nights a week, to women in Kelowna and Vernon who are
homeless, experiencing addition, exploited, or working in sex work. This year, HOPE has a
new vision, new Board members, and exciting new projects on the go.

Bad Date Reporting in the Okanagan
HOPE recently launched a new website that includes updated information on their
programming and services, and notably features a revamp to their local bad date reporting
system. Through this system, women can report bad dates and the information will be shared
within HOPE’s network. For the past ten years, HOPE has been educating local agencies and
service providers in the Okanagan and Boundary regions about the bad date reporting system
so their staff can help women make reports if these women access their services. This year,
nursing students from the University of British Columbia – Okanagan have helped to update
the educational package sent to the local agencies, to ensure the information is up-to-date and
will lead to increased safety for women in the region. 

Building Relationships
In 2018, HOPE approached the Mayor and City of Kelowna to advocate for increased health
and safety in massage parlours. New bylaws have now been put in place to better protect
women working in these settings. There are presently two massage parlours in Kelowna, with
two more applying for licensing. Kelowna is also waiting for a new RCMP Supervisor, and
HOPE will approach them to talk about sex work policies.

Staffing and Expansion 
In addition to being the only nighttime outreach in Kelowna and Vernon that serves vulnerable
women, HOPE is aiming to expand to Kamloops and Penticton in 2021. HOPE is also hiring a
Volunteer Coordinator, and working to re-open their House of Hope safe house.

For more information about HOPE Outreach, visit www.hopeokanagan.com.

Living in Community is working hard on adapting our successful
Curriculum for Change training into a virtual workshop. Stay

connected with us on social media and our newsletter to learn
when the new online training will be available! 
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